The Town of Chevy Chase Council Approves ARPA Grant to Wonders
Early Learning + Extended Day
Chevy Chase, MD, Release: November 29, 2021
On November 10th, the Town of Chevy Chase Council voted unanimously to approve a
$125,000 grant from the Town’s American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) funds to Wonders Early
Learning + Extended Day. The funds from the ARPA grant will enable Wonders to respond to
the ongoing negative economic impact of the pandemic. The Town grant equals the anticipated
loss in tuition revenue at Wonders Early Learning at Leland and Wonders Extended Day at
Chevy Chase Elementary School, both located within the Town. Both programs will realize
operating losses due to low enrollment in the 2022 fiscal year.
Wonders has been a part of the Town of Chevy Chase community since 1986, when we began
operating the before and after school program at Chevy Chase Elementary School. In 1989,
Wonders opened a full day early learning program at the Leland Community Center. Both
programs continue to foster family and community partnerships, supporting the social-emotional
learning of young children and accommodating working parents in the Town and across the
lower Montgomery County area. The funds awarded by this grant help ensure the continuity and
availability of our non-profit accredited early learning and extended day programming within the
Town’s boundaries.
Since 2019, COVID-19 has had a significant negative economic impact on the child care sector.
While pandemic-fueled challenges have caused many child care programs across the country to
close for good, Wonders has sustained operations with strong leadership by its Board of
Directors and management team. Accessing available county and state grants, along with
generous individual donations, Wonders has continued its commitment to high quality
programming and investment in the compensation and professional development of its
educators and program leaders.
The Wonders team would like to thank the Town Council and all the community members who
advocated support for Wonders Early Learning and Extended Day programs. The grant from the

Town ensures that Wonders will continue to serve working families and provide engaging, safe,
and caring learning environments for children.
Wonders Early Learning + Extended Day’s mission is to create and avance high quality
diverse educational communities that teach children the foundations of life-long learning
and social responsibility.
For more information, please contact: Rachelle Saint Jean, rsaintjean@wonderslearning.org

